The origin of hospitals has commonly been assigned to the influence of Christianity, and even if this opinion be not entirely correct, there can be no doubt that the divine commands of the Author of Christianity, to love our neighbours and to succour the poor, were influential in promoting the construction of places of refuge and relief for the sick and destitute in every country that received the Gospel. As These early Christian establishments were under the immediate control and direction of the bishops of the towns in which they were situated?a circumstance partly due to the fact that the bishops acted as the almoners of the collections made in behalf of the poor, in whose interests the hospitals were founded. However, these institutions were primarily not solely devoted to the reception and treatment of the sick, but served also as refuges for the old and infirm, for the destitute and for the wayfarer, and sometimes, likewise, for the bringing up and instruction of orphans. The sick obtained a place within them, inasmuch as they belonged to the category of those who had a claim upon Christian sympathy and benevolence ; and it was, without doubt, their miserable and forlorn state, as outcasts of society, that induced Basil and other Christian bishops to make special provision for lepers in the liospitia they founded. It mav, moreover, be assumed that the erection of the hospitium outside the city was, to a certain extent at least, dictated [JaD.
In the above remarks credit has been taken for the influence of that primary principle of Christianity?charity, in the institution of receptacles for the nurture and tending of the sickpoor ; and, so far as that principle has operated, Christianity may be fairly deemed instrumental in the establishment of hospitals. Yet there is no question that, prior to the dawn of Christianity, institutions for the benefit of the sick were to be found in every country that had attained the higher degrees of civilization then existing. Wherever the religion of Greece and Rome extended temples arose dedicated to jEsculapius, and health-giving fountains were discovered and consecrated to Hygeia, to which sick folk might resort, and where they might receive aid and advice from the attendant priests and ministers. Certain observances and ceremonies were to be gone through, But would the gain in this one particular counterbalance the evils of concentration and of ward corridors ?
In our opinion, which happily coincides with that of most recent authorities on hospital architecture, it would not, but, on the contrary, would be dearly bought. Again, if instead of doubling the building with its corridor on itself, the wards were all arranged in line, as at the Victoria Hospital, Netley, the distance to be traversed in order to visit the same number of patients would actually be greater than if the pavilion plan were adopted. Thus, at Netley, we find nine contiguous wards, each forty feet by twenty-five feet, containing nine beds apiece, on a floor opening into a corridor 340 feet in length, exclusive of sixty feet representing the space occupied by the medical officer's room, the principal ward master's apartments, and the waiting-room. Now, supposing the pavilion plan to be substituted, a corridor of communication 280 feet long would suffice for four pavilions of the regulation dimensions (Parkes, p. 299)?viz., eighty feet by twenty-five feet, separated by spaces sixty feet in width, each to contain twenty beds, on the same floor.
In this calculation we have supposed the wards placed at right angles to the corridor only on one side; but were the plan pursued in the Herbert Hospital followed, and the wards constructed on each side the corridor of communication, double the number of patients would be brought within reach by the length of Reviews.
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